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The HADB is a sample data set with information on 11 variables for 580 adolescents from the imaginary country of Platisla.

The variables are of four types: nominal, ordinal, interval, and ratio.

I have used the HADB in my teaching for two decades, ever since it was first published, as part of the “PLATISLA” workbook, by the University of Otago.  (See Nelson (1981) in the references.)

The HADB may be used:

· To help students understand variable types.

· To introduce the idea of random or stratified sampling.

· As a source of data for a variety of instructional needs, such as

· Discussing how to summarize variable characteristics, using appropriate tables, charts, and, possibly, descriptive statistics.

· To introduce the idea of sampling distributions – for example, I’ll ask each student in a class to randomly select 20 cases from the HADB, and to compute measures of central tendency on selected variables.  Then we compare the values found in class, looking, for example, and the distribution of sample means.

· To look for relationships between any two given variables.  For example: How do Math scores relate to Sex?  What tables, charts, descriptive statistics, measures of association, and inferential methods might be applied to answer this question?  (Repeat this question using different variables types, such as Math and Lang, Sex and Hand, Cult and Extro, and so forth.)

· To provide an opportunity for students to practise with data analysis tools, such as Excel and SPSS.  (There is a lot which can be done with Excel alone.)

The HADB has the following components:

A description of Platisla and the variables found in the data bank.
The data bank itself, with 580 records (Excel workbook).
A random numbers table suitable for use with the HADB (Excel workbook).
Comments on how to use the random numbers table.
All of these components may be freely used by instructors and students.  Please use Nelson (1981) as the reference, or the URL of this page (the Platisla book is out of print, although we can make copies here at Curtin whenever there is sufficient demand).
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